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occupied. In 367 A.H. Azad again entered Baghdad,
and after some trouble defeated and slew Izz-ad-dauleh,
who had allied himself with Abu Taglib, the Hamdanid
of Mosii

Azad was hardly securely seated in Irak when his
brother Fakhr-ad-dauleh thought fit to challenge his
supremacy. Whether Fakhr's hostility was due to
Azad's interference in his special dominion (as Abul
Fida would seem to imply), or whether Fakhr aspired to
substitute himself for his elder brother in the para-
mountcy, is not clear. In any case the issue was not
long in doubt. Azad was supported by his other brother
Muwayid, and the two drove Fakhr from Hamadhan and
Ehe. He took refuge with the Emir Kabus, the Ziyarid,
in Tabarestan, while his territory passed to the loyal
brother Muwayid. Azad endeavoured to induce Kabus
to hand over Fakhr, and on Kabus refusing, he invaded
Tabarestan, and expelled the honourable but unfortunate
ruler.

Azad was now at the height of his power. He married
a daughter of the Khalif Al Taieh, and received pre-
sents from the prince of Arabia Felix. His court was
attended by scholars and poets, among whom he himself
had some title to be counted. As a governor he ranks
among the greatest of the Buwayhids. The taxes levied
upon pilgrims to Mekka were abolished, the ministers of
religion were provided with regular means of subsistence,
and efforts were made to relieve the poverty and destitu-
tion prevalent in the country. The ruined buildings in
the capital were restored, a great embankment was made
over the Kur river, and hospitals were erected and
endowed in Baghdad. On the other hand, in order to
pay for his munificence and charity, Azad was compelled